When I picked up your publication | was pleasantly
.surprised to find a page focusing on our youth, | represent the
Guardian Ad Litermn Program in Miami and I'd like to share
Willie's story a success story of which we are all very proud of
. Willie witl be graduating from Norland Sy, High, in the top
fifteen percentile of his class. He has not only exceeded
academic accomplishment but is also involved in a number of
clubs and community events; he is a member of the Hospital-
ity and Management Magna Program, 500 Role Modeis of
Excellence, he is the President of the Future Entrepreneurs
Cluh, just to name a few. Commendably, Willie has been able
to maintain his academic focus while maintaining consistent
employment for the last 2 and half years.

As a resuft of his academic aécomplishments, he has been
accepted to a number of the Country’'s most prestigious
universities such as Ivy League Cornell University. Willie is
determined to pursue a degree in Business, and become an
entrepreneur. In the immediate future, he will be attending
Miami Dade Honors College; as this program will assist in
preparing him with the necessary skills on how to succeed at
the highest of institutions level, vy League Cornell University,
where he plans to be enrolled within the next school year.

If you think this is enough to consider him a young hero, you
have not heard the best of it yet. Willie comes from the foster
care system. These youths face extreme challenges, including
higher rates of unemployment, poor educational achieve-
ment, health issues, incarceration, and homelessness. But
none of these apply to Willie thanks to the Transitioning Youth
Project a project created with the Support of Voices For
Children Foundation that expands Guardian Ad Litem
Program representation to older youths who are under the
supervision of the Department of Children and
Families/Community Based Care and are preparing to transi-
tion to self sufficiency.

Willie is a dedicated, responsible, and charismatic young
adult, who serves as a perfect example of why he is consid-
ered a young hero. He is one of the many reasons why we do
what we do everyday for the nations most vuin§rabfe children!

Sonia & Hevver

-.2uando tomeé su publicacién, estuve placidamente sorprendida
de encontrar una pagina que se enfocara en nuestra juventud, Yo
represento a Guardian Ad Litem Program en Miami y quiero
compartir la historia de Willie, una historia de éxito de la cual
nosotros estamos muy orgullosos, Willie se graduard en Norland
Sr. High, dentro del quince por ciento de su clase. El no excede
solamente sus logros académicos, sino gque también se ha involu-
crado en un niimero de clubes y eventos comunitarios; es miem-
bro de Hospitality and Management Magna Program, 500 Role
Models of Excellence, Presidente del Club de Futuros Empresa-
rios, s6io por nombrar algunos de eflos. Asormbrosamente, Willie
ha sido capaz de mantener su enfoque académico mientras que
mantieng consistente un empleo por los Ultimos dos afos y
medio.

Como resultado de sus logros académicos, el ha sido aceptado en
un namero de tas mas prestigiosas Universidades del pais, como
vy League Cornell University. Willie esta determinado a logray un
doctorado en Negocios y convertirse en Empresario. En el futuro
inmediato, ef estard asistiendo al Miami Dade Honers College; ya
que este programa le asistira en prepararse con las herramientas
necesarias de c6mo ser exitoso en el mas alto nivel de institucio-
nes, vy League Cornell Universiti, donde el planea inscribirse
durante el préximo afo escolar.

Si usted piensa que es suficiente para considerario como un Joven
Héroe, no ha escuchado lo mejor de &l aun. Wille viene del
programa de cuidado de crianza. Esos jovenes enfrentan retos
extremos, incluyendo altas tazas de desempleo, bajo rendimiento
escolar, problemas de salud, encarcelacion y falta de hogar. Pero
ninguna de esas aplica a Willie, gracias al Proyecto de Transicion
de ta Juventud, creado con el apoyoe de la Fundacién Voces de los
Nifios, que expande la representacion del Programa Guardian Ad
Litem para Javenes mayores gue estan bajo la supervision del
Departamento de Nifies y Familia/Cuidado Basado en la Comuni-
dad y preparandolos a la transicion de la autodependencia.

Willie es un adulto joven dedicado, responsable y carismatice,
guien sirve como ejemplo perfecto del por qué es considerado
como un Joven Héroe. El es una de las muchas razones pot la cual
hacemos lo que hacemos todos los dias por los niftos mas

vulnerables de la nacion! .
Sonia & Feven




“"USTED PUEDE DECIR UNA COSA
A FAVOR DE UN NINO Y ESO
PUEDE HACER LA DIFERENCIA

EN TODA SU VIDA.,”

Gladys Amato, Guardian Ad Litem
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